
Escanaba 'spruce-up' part of sesquicentennial 
 

  In today's fast-paced world, it's good to lay down roots.  City residents will be able to do that – 
literally – with the help of planning from the Esky 150 Committee.  The group has been working on a 
program to plant 150 trees, shrubs and flower groupings in the city to commemorate Escanaba's 
sesquicentennial in 2013.  With the click of a mouse, people and organizations can now visit the 
sesquicentennial website  esky150.org/150trees/   and for varying amounts, order trees, bushes or sacks of 
daffodils to enhance their suggested location.  Location choices include the City of Escanaba parks, the 
Escanaba Area Public Schools, Bay College and the U.P. State Fair.  Esky150 Trees is also a partner with 
EMBEI, the Escanaba Migratory Bird Enhancement Initiative to enhance, restore, and create habitat in 
Escanaba’s waterfront parks.   
 This is a great way to honor someone, while also promoting community spirit, improving native 
species habitat, and supporting outdoor education.  Professional planting of large trees and groves, including 
soil preparation, planting, watering and mulch with continuing care for 5 years will be funded via grants and 
private tax-deductible donations to Esky 150.  Donations for smaller trees and flower bulbs will be planted 
by volunteers at "NeighborWoods" planting parties in the fall of 2013.   
  
These then-and-now photos of Ludington Park's sloping hill sidewalk (1930s and 2011) show major changes 
in the tree canopy – and the need to plant now for the future. 
 
Image courtesy of the Escanaba Postcard Museum - www.eskycards.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The first ~32 trees, donated by Plum Creek, The Class of 1976 and in Honor of John and Patt BesseÕs 
wedding, were planted in September at the High School, and the Upper Elementary School.  Students and 
staff planted the trees and will help in the continuing care of the trees through the Biology and 
Environmental Science classes.  This planting was in coordination with the High School replanting 18 
Memorial trees which had been removed during the construction process.  Dave Gafner has developed a 
landscape plan for the schools, which will enhance the appearance of these very visible locations along M-
35, and Ludington Street, major focal points for the community.  In October, the Escanaba migratory Bird 
Enhancement Initiative (EMBEI) volunteers planted another ~34 trees on Aronson Island through donations 
to the City of Escanaba from a Menominee County nursery.   So we are off to a great start, with some 
additional donations already received, and several applications in progress.  
 
An April 2013 planting is planned for Earth and Arbor Day events, and at the UP State Fair; the other 
locations will be scheduled for September 14-28th, 2013.  These plantings will also be coordinated with 
ÒNeighborWoodsÓ planting parties, to promote active participation in planting shrubs, small trees and 
daffodils, enhancing our community.   
 
Donations can be made online at the  esky150.org/150trees/  website or mailed to:  
Community Foundation for Delta County; Esky150 
2420 1st Avenue South, Suite 101 
Escanaba, MI 49829     
 
Questions? Please call Marilyn Kinsey at 786-2401 or e-mail: mkinsey@esky150.org 



Esky150 Trees Project Donations Page 

Help Make and Keep Escanaba Beautiful for Another 100 years! Your gift helps enhance our community for 
future generations. Tree purchase costs, soil preparation, planting, mulch and continuing care for five years 
are all included in your donation. 

Please circle the donation amount to begin the donation process: 
Large Tree Donation Shrub/Small Tree Donation 
$5,000 - Large Grove (10 trees) $550 - Large Group (10 shrubs) 
$2,500 - Small Grove (5 trees) $275 - Medium Group (5 shrubs)  
$1,500 - Group (3 trees)  $165 - Small Group (3 shrubs)  
$500 - Single Landscape Quality Tree $55 - Single Landscape Quality Shrub 
$250 Donation  $25 Donation  
$100 Donation Other (any amount) ________ 
$50 Donation  $5 - Bag of Daffodil Bulbs  
$25 Donation  

        

Other (any amount) ________ 
Individual donations can be grouped to combine 
donations for a large tree, or group or grove of 
trees. If the donations are made separately, please 
add a note so that we can recognize this as a sepa-
rate donation to be combined with other named 
donors. e.g., Please combine for the Jane Doe 
Family 

 

Donor Information  
First Name ______________Last Name _______________ 
Business Name __________________________________ 
Street Address ____________________________________ 
City _____________State ___ZIP _______ 
Phone # ____________E-mail _______________________ 
 
Dedication Information  
Donated by...   In memory of...  In honor of...  
 
Please enter a Dedication Name exactly as you would like it to be listed or leave blank for an  
anonymous donation: _________________________________________________________ 

 
Location Preferences 

Any Ð where needed most 
 
Any City Park  
 Stephenson Park 

Webster Park 
Rose Park 
Dickson Field/Civic Center 
Ludington Park 
Ogden Triangles 
Royce Park 
Veterans Park 
Al Ness & Lemerand Fields 
Sylvan Point Playground 
 

 
 
Any Escanaba Public School 

Sr and Jr High School - Lincoln Road 
Upper Elementary School – 1500 Ludington St 
Lemmer School 
Webster School 
Soo Hill School 
 

Bay College 
 
UP State Fair  

  
First Choice _______________________ 

 
Second Choice _________________________ 


